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Nostalgia, a solo exhibition by Spanish artist Loreta Sdez Franco, features 15 of the artist’s
recent small and medium-scale oil on canvas paintings, along with a black and white video
work, which capture the artist’s desire for the return of lostinnocence, and reflect her idealised
memories of the past.

For the last 15 years, Saez Franco has been constantly travelling and living in big cities around
the world, like New York, London, and Hong Kong, where she currently lives. The artist sees
metropolises as fascinating yet savage jungles in which human beings are exposed to deep
antagonist emotions. This nomadic way of living has made nostalgia a recurrent resource for
Saez Franco’'s emotional well-being. Like the Greek hero Ulysses from Homer's The Odyssey,
she draws on memories of family and home to weather difficult periods, although the artist
mostly creates her own imagery of ‘non vivid memories’ as a private den. Nostalgia, like
sorrow and happiness, is a universal feeling that all races, cultures, and ages share and use to
reassure themselves of their identity. Sdez Franco’s Nostalgia series is a collection of distorted
screen memories—a yearning for an idealised past—the artist’'s very own ‘screen savers' in
moments of emotional threat.

The artist’s video work Disorientation features clips from classic movies directed by Jean-Luc
Godard, Francois Truffaut, Alain Resnais, Fritz Lang, and Wim Wenders, among others. The
black and white video evokes questions of belonging, identity, existentialism, and hope, which
are all reoccurring subjects in the artist’s iconography that come from the same nomadic life
as the Nostalgia works.

Drawing inspiration from the solemnity and spirituality of the Spanish Old Masters, Sdez Franco
creates her own poetic imagery in her paintings that evokes an atmosphere of a lost paradise,
formed by a combination of compact and expansive spatula strokes created by systemic body
movements. Her overlapping veils of colour create an illusion of indefinite depth, inviting the
viewer to look beyond the surface. The artist’s work is influenced by the dark atmosphere and
drama of Goya, the light and serenity of Turner and the French impressionists, the flow and
performance of Pollock, along with the spirituality of Rothko. She uses her refined technique to
approach deep philosophical and existential matters. Her paintings have neither a beginning
nor end. They transmit a certain poetic sensibility, at times full of serenity, at other times full
of passion and anger. The core value of Sdez Franco's art is best represented by traditional
Spanish aesthetics, which emphasise the harmony between human beings and religion.

Loreta Saez Franco was born in 1976 in Madrid, Spain. She began to paint when she was six years
old at her parents’ fine art academy, which already gives her three decades of experience in the
medium of paint. Her degrees in Therapeutic Pedagogy and Knowledge Management-Humanities
from the Complutense University of Madrid have strongly contributed to the meaning of her
creations. The artist also further studied at Central Saint Martins in London, attaining certificates
in Set Design for Performance, Design & Communication, as well as Contemporary Art.
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Untitled Black, Blue and White #E3E—2, EEiH, 2014, Oil on canvas %M, 70 x 100 cm (27 9/16 x 39 3/8 in.)
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Untitled Black, Blue and White & E—%, BEH (detail /FEF), 2014, Oil on canvas % ;ME, 70 x 100 cm (27 9/16 x 39 3/8 in.)




Untitled Black #&?&8—2, 2014, Oil on canvas 7 fE, 70 x 100 cm (27 9/16 x 39 3/8 in.)




Untitled Black | £ E—2—, 2015, Oil on canvas % E;#AE, 91.5x 91.5cm (36 x 36 in.)




Untitled Black Il #ERE—2 ., 2015, Oil on canvas fE;#HE, 91.5x 91.5cm (36 x 36 in.)
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o Untitled Black Il 2= (detail /5EB), 2015, Oil on canvas & HE, 91.5 x 91.5 cm (36 x 36 in.)
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Untitled Black Il #888—2 = 2015, Oil on canvas M=, 91.5x91.5cm (36 x 36in.)




Untitled Black and Raw Sienna fERE—REEHE, 2014, Oil on canvas %iE;HE, 63 x 50 cm (24 13/16 x 19 /16 in.)




Untitled Raw Sienna and Olive Green fERE—=EERI#E4R, 2015, Oil on canvas #HE;HE, 79 x 72 cm (311/8 x 28 3/8in.)



Untitled Turquoise and Brown ERE—H\4RER1R4E, 2015, Oil on canvas 7 E;HE, 91.5x 91.5cm (36 x 36 in.)
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Untitled Olive and Blue fERE—iiE4%EHEE, 2014, Oil on canvas #HE;HE, 70 x 100 cm (27 9/16 x 39 3/8in.)



Untitled Olive and Blue #ERE—IE4REHEL (detail FER), 2014, Oil on canvas #E =, 70 x 100 cm (27 9/16 x 39 3/8in.)
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Untitled Ivory and Black | fERE—5RFHELE—, 2014, Oil on canvas, %7 HE;HE, 100 x 100 cm (39 3/8 x 39 3/8in.)



Untitled Ivory and Black Il fE3—5%FHEZE = 2014, Oil on canvas, ZE M, 100 x 100 cm (39 3/8 x 39 3/8in.)




Untitled Salmon #ERE—#&E4T, 2014, Oil on canvas #E;HE, 100 x 100 cm (39 3/8 x 39 3/8/in.)



Untitled Salmon EE—EE4T (detail FER), 2014, Oil on canvas 75 E HE, 100 x 100 cm (39 3/8 x 39 3/8in.)




Untitled Yellow #&RE—, 2014, Oil on canvas #E;HE, 100 x 105 cm (39 3/8 x 41 3/8in.)



Untitled Yellow #fE—% (detail F&R), 2014, Oil on canvas #EjfE, 100 x 105 cm (39 3/8 x 4111/32 in.)



Untitled White and Payne Blue | 28—H AR E—, 2014
Oil on canvas #E M=

100 x 100 cm (39 3/8 x 39 3/8in.)

Untitled White and Payne Blue Il E#ZE—RHERFHEE_, 2014
Oil on canvas HHE;HE

100 x 100 cm (39 3/8 x 39 3/81in.)

Untitled White and Payne Blue Il E—HEMEE=, 2014
Oil on canvas #E M=

100 x 100 cm (39 3/8 x 39 3/81in.)
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Untitled Grey #&RE—7&, 2015, Oil on canvas & ;#HE, 91.5x 91.5cm (36 x 36 in.)



Untitled Grey #&RE—7& (detail /F&F), 2015, Oil on canvas #HE i, 91.5 x 91.5 cm (36 x 36 in.)




LORETA SAEZ FRANCO

1976 Born in Madrid, Spain

1993-95 Degree in Therapeutic Pedagogy, Complutense University of Madrid, Spain

1995-98 Masters in Knowledge Management & Humanities, Complutense University of Madrid, Spain
2008 Certificate in Set Design for Performance, Central Saint Martins, London, UK

2009 Certificate in Design & Communication, Central Saint Martins, London, UK

2010 Certificate in Contemporary Art, Central Saint Martins, London, UK

2012 Participated in The Unilever Series: Tino Sehgal Workshop, Tate Modern, London, UK

Solo Exhibition
2015 Nostalgia, Pearl Lam Galleries (Hong Kong SOHO), Hong Kong, China
Group Exhibitions

2014 Pearl Lam Galleries at Melbourne Art Fair, Melbourne, Australia
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Pearl Lam Galleries 7P

Hong Kong &i& 601-605, 6/F, Pedder Building, 12 Pedder Street, Central, Hong Kong, tel (852) 2522 1428 &HFi&HhIBRITH#1258 E$T176#8601-605%

HK SOHO &#i#&#= Shop No.1, G/F & 1/F, SOHO 189, 189 Queen’s Road West, Sheung Wan, Hong Kong, tel (852) 2857 1328 &i# B2 5 KiEA1895E A iH189M T R —1E— 95 &
Shanghai ti§ 181 Middle Jiangxi Road, G/F, Shanghai, China 200002, tel (8621) 63231989 f [ L5 ;I AP K1815E # 4200002

Singapore F N 9 Lock Road, #03-22, Gillman Barracks, Singapore 108937, tel (65) 6570 2284






