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Leonardo Drew




Leonardo Drew

Leonardo Drew was born in 1961 in Tallahassee, Florida, and he grew
up in Bridgeport, Connecticut. Drew seemed bound to work as a
professional artist from a young age; his works were exhibited publically
for the first time when he was only 13 years old. By the age of 15 he was
being courted by both DC and Marvel Comics to work as an illustrator.
However, Drew would apply his talents to a very different artistic path.
He became inspired by abstract works, especially those of Jackson
Pollock and Piet Mondrian. Drew went on to attend the Parsons School
of Design in New York, and he earned a BFA from Cooper Union in 1985.

Drew’s works are always sculptural, although he tends to avoid making
freestanding pieces. Instead, he will often mount objects onto panels
or directly to the wall, which can be seen as a nod to his beginnings as
a painter and draftsman. His seminal work “Number 8" features rope,
animal hide, raccoon skull, and even a dead bird that all hang together,
all painted black, creating a deep, dark, and brooding sculptural take
on Pollock’s all-over drip painting.

Rooted in historical evidence, Leonardo Drew'’s abstract sculptural
compositions are emotionally charged reflections on the cyclical
nature of existence—from the eroded fibres of human industry and
the urban tide of development to the awareness of ourselves as part
of the fabric of a larger universe and a connection to all things. The
work reflects the universality of existence and the interconnectivity of
all beings to one another. It illustrates these relationships through a
combination of the visceral qualities of the materials with the abstract
sculptural forms the pieces make up. These cosmological frameworks
are meant to mirror the organic reality of existence and reveal the
resonance of life and humanity.

Leonardo Drew’s work has been exhibited across the USA and
internationally. Major solo exhibitions include Vigo Gallery, London,
UK (2015); Anthony Meier Fine Arts, San Francisco, CA, USA (2014);
Selected Works, SCAD Museum of Art at the Savannah College of Art
and Design, Savannah, GA, USA (2013); Existed: Leonardo Drew, Blaffer
Gallery, Art Museum of the University of Houston, Houston, TX, USA
(2009); Palazzo Delle Papesse, Centro Arte Contemporanea, Siena,
Italy (2006); Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Smithsonian
Institution, Washington, DC, USA (2000); The Bronx Museum of the
Arts, Bronx, NY, USA (2000); and Museum of Contemporary Art, San
Diego, CA, USA (1995).

Recent major group exhibitions include Unsuspected Possibilities,
SITE Santa Fe, NM, USA (2015); Summer Group Show, Galerie
Forsblom, Helsinki, Finland (2014); Material World, Denver Art
Museum, Denver, CO, USA (2013); Museum of Art and Design,
New York, NY, USA (2012); From Then to Now: Masterworks of
Contemporary African American Art, Museum of Contemporary Art
Cleveland, OH, USA (2010); Lost and Found: Selections from the
MCA Collection, Museum of Contemporary Art (MCA), Chicago,
IL, USA (2010); and Black Alphabet: Contexts of Contemporary
African American Art, Zacheta National Gallery of Art, Warsaw,
Poland (2006).

Leonardo Drew’s works are also held internationally in public and
private collections such as with the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New
York, NY, USA; the Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, CA,
USA; and the Princeton University Art Museum, Princeton, NJ, USA.



Number 10C 8(5F10C, 2015, Wood and paint ZK#1 FAzE#}, 123 x 121 x 15 cm (48 3/8 x 47 5/8 x 57/8in.)



Number 14C #=14C, 2015, Wood, paint and screws ZA#f. EER}FAE24%, 89 x 64 x 18 cm (35x 251/4 x71/8 in.)






Number 11C £{=F11C, 2015, Wood and paint chips 7R # #1i% K, 65 x 64 x 13 cm (255/8 x 251/4 x 51/8 in.)






Number 15C #{F15C, 2015, Wood, paint and screws 7#F. EB#IFNI24%, 83 x 61 x 14 cm (325/8 x 24 x51/21n.)
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Number 18C E=18C, 2015, Wood and paint K #1F1EE#}, 216 x 147 x 37 cm (85 x 57 7/8 x 14 5/8 in.)
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Number 9C EF9C, 2015, Wood and paint K #1 F1zE#}, 312 x 287 x 92 cm (122 7/8 x 113 x 36 174 in.)






Number 12C £=F12C, 2015, Wood and paint 7k #1 #1E&#}, 58 x 62 x 11 cm (22 7/8 x 24 3/8 x 4 3/8 in.)







Number 13C #{=13C, 2015, Wood, paint, and screws AR#f. EEFRIFAIR4%, 261 x 214 x 20 cm (102 3/4x 84 1/4x 7 7/8in.)



BERIFIEE 44, 63 x 61 x 14 cm (24 3/4x 24 x51/21in.)
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Number 17C £=17C, 2015, Wood and paint /K41 #1EE#}, 86 x 66 x 15 cm (33 7/8 x 26 x 5 7/8 in.)



Number 21C 81F21C, 2015, Mixed media, wood, paint, and glue ;R &##t. A#f. EERL. BE#FI, Dimensions variable R~} 7 &
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Number 19C #=19C, 2015, Cast paper and thread on paper #% L &2 48147, 107 x 105x 11 cm (42 1/8 x 413/8 x 4 3/8in.)



Number 20C E=20C, 2015, Cast paper and thread on paper # &2 4K FN4%, 96 x 107 x 32 cm (37 3/4x 42 1/8 x 12 5/8 in.)






LEONARDO DREW

1961
1981-82
1985
Present

2015

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2007
2006
2005
2002
2001

Born in Tallahassee, FL, USA

Parsons School of Design, New York, NY, USA

BFA, The Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art, New York, NY, USA
Lives and works in Brooklyn, NY, USA

Selected Solo Exhibitions

Pearl Lam Galleries, Hong Kong, China

Vigo Gallery, London, UK

Galerie Forsblom, Helsinki, Finland

Pace Prints, New York, NY, USA

Anthony Meier Fine Arts, San Francisco, CA, USA

Selected Works, SCAD Museum of Art at the Savannah College of Art and Design, Savannah, GA, USA
Exhumation/Small Works, Canzani Center Gallery at Columbus College of Art & Design, Columbus, OH, USA
Vigo Gallery, London, UK

Sikkema Jenkins & Co., New York, NY, USA

Pace Prints, New York, NY, USA

Anthony Meier Fine Arts, San Francisco, CA, USA

Vigo Gallery, London, UK

Galleria Napolinobilissima, Naples, Italy

Sikkema Jenkins & Co., New York, NY, USA

Window Works: Leonardo Drew, Artpace, San Antonio, TX, USA

Existed: Leonardo Drew, Blaffer Gallery, Art Museum of the University of Houston, Houston, TX, USA
Weatherspoon Art Museum, Greensboro, NC, USA

DeCordova Museum and Sculpture Park, Lincoln, MA, USA

Fine Art Society, London, UK

Sikkema Jenkins & Co., New York, NY, USA

Palazzo Delle Papesse, Centro Arte Contemporanea, Siena, Italy

Brent Sikkema, New York, NY, USA

The Fabric Workshop, Philadelphia, PA, USA

Mary Boone Gallery, New York, NY, USA

Royal Hibernian Academy, Dublin, Ireland

2000
1999
1998

1997
1996

1995

1994

1992

2015

2014
2013
2012

2011

2010

2009

Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC, USA
The Bronx Museum of the Arts, Bronx, NY, USA

Madison Art Center, Madison, WI, USA

Mary Boone Gallery, New York, NY, USA

Samuel P. Harn Museum of Art, University of Florida, Gainsville, FL, USA

University at Buffalo Art Gallery, Center for the Arts, State University of New York, Buffalo, NY, USA
Mary Boone Gallery, New York, NY, USA

Currents: Leonardo Drew, Saint Louis Art Museum, Saint Louis, MI, USA

Museum of Contemporary Art, San Diego, CA, USA

The Pace Roberts Foundation for Contemporary Art, San Antonio, TX, USA

Ground Level Overlay, Merce Cunningham Dance Company Collaboration, New York, NY, USA
San Francisco Art Institute, Walter and McBean Galleries, San Francisco, CA, USA

Thread Waxing Space, New York, NY, USA

Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, USA

Thread Waxing Space, New York, NY, USA

Selected Group Exhibitions

Unsuspected Possibilities, SITE Santa Fe, NM, USA

Showing Off: Recent Modern and Contemporary Acquisitions, Denver Art Museum, Denver, CO, USA
Summer Group Show, Galerie Forsblom, Helsinki, Finland

Material World, Denver Art Museum, Denver, CO, USA

San Antonio Collects Contemporary, San Antonio Museum of Art, San Antonio, TX, USA

Against the Grain—Wood in Contemporary Art, Craft and Design, Mint Museum, Charlotte, NC, USA

Museum of Art and Design, New York, NY, USA

Toward the Third Dimension, David Floria Gallery, Aspen, CO, USA

The Bearden Project, The Studio Museum in Harlem, New York, NY, USA

From Then to Now: Masterworks of Contemporary African American Art, Museum of Contemporary Art Cleveland,
OH, USA

Collected. Reflections on the Permanent Collection, Studio Museum of Harlem, New York, NY, USA

Lost and Found: Selections from the MCA Collection, Museum of Contemporary Art (MCA), Chicago, IL, USA
Your Golden Teeth Il, Marianne Boesky Gallery, New York, NY, USA



2008

2007

2006

2005

2004
2003

2001
2000
1998

1997
1996
1995

1994
1993
1992

1991

30 Americans, Rubell Family Collection, Miami, USA

North Carolina Museum of Art, Raleigh, NC, USA

Corcoran Gallery of Art at the College of Art and Design, Washington, DC, USA

Chrysler Museum of Art, Norfolk, VA, USA

Milwaukee Art Museum, Milwaukee, WI, USA

New Directions in American Drawing, Columbus Museum, Columbus, GA, USA

Telfair Museum of Art, Savannah, GA, USA

Knoxville Museum of Art, Knoxville, TN, USA

Repeat Performances: Seriality and Systems Art since 1960, Allen Memorial Art Museum, Oberlin College,
Oberlin, OH, USA

Reverance, HVCCA (Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary Art), Peekskill, NY, USA

Legacies: Contemporary Artists Reflect on Slavery, The New York Historical Society, New York, NY, USA
Black Alphabet: Contexts of Contemporary African American Art, Zacheta National Gallery of Art, Warsaw,
Poland

Sikkema Jenkins & Co., New York, NY, USA

Leonardo Drew/Kara Walker, Galerie Max Hetzler, Berlin, Germany

Between Image and Concept: Recent Acquisitions in African-American Art, Princeton University Art Museum,
Princeton, NJ, USA

Material Pleasures, Green on Red Gallery, Dublin, Ireland

Hands on, Hands down, The Studio Museum in Harlem, New York, USA

From Modernism to the Contemporary, 1958-1999, The Allen Memorial Art Museum, Oberlin, OH, USA
Brooklyn!, Palm Beach Institute of Contemporary Art, Lake Worth, FL, USA

Vanitas: Meditations on Life and Death in Contemporary Art, Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond, VA, USA
Passages: Contemporary Art in Transition, The Studio Museum in Harlem, New York, NY, USA

Bill Jenson/Leonardo Drew, Mary Boone Gallery, New York, NY, USA

New Work: Words & Images, Miami Art Museum, Miami, FL, USA

Leonardo Drew/Mark Francis/Oliver Herring, Mary Boone Gallery, New York, NY, USA

About Place: Recent Art of the Americas, The Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL, USA

Pace Roberts Foundation for Contemporary Art, San Antonio, TX, USA

1995 Carnegie International, Carnegie Museum of Art, Pittsburgh, PA, USA

Promising Suspects, The Aldrich Museum of Contemporary Art, Ridgefield, CT, USA

Markets of Resistance, White Columns, New York, NY, USA

Dakar Biennale, Dakar, Senegal

Three Sculptors: Leonardo Drew, Lisa Hoke, Brad Kahlhamer, Thread Waxing Space, New York, NY, USA
From the Studio: Artists in Residence, 1990-91, The Studio Museum in Harlem, New York, NY, USA

2011
1998
1997
1995
1994
1993
1991
1990

Public Collections

Caldic Collectie, Rotterdam, the Netherlands
Cisneros Fontanals Art Foundation, Miami, FL, USA
Denver Art Museum, Denver, CO, USA

Detroit Institute of Arts, Detroit, MI, USA

Fabric Workshop and Museum, Philadelphia, PA, USA
Fogg Art Museum, Harvard University, Cambridge MA, USA
Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC, USA
Linda Pace Foundation, San Antonio, TX, USA

McNay Museum of Art, San Antonio, TX, USA
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, NY, USA
Miami Art Museum, Miami, FL, USA

Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, CA, USA
Philbrook Museum of Art, Tulsa, OK, USA

Princeton University Art Museum, Princeton, NJ, USA
Progressive Art Collection, Mayfield Village, OH, USA
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York, NY, USA
Sorigue Foundation Collection, Lérida, Spain

St Louis Art Museum, St. Louis, MO, USA

Studio Museum in Harlem, New York, NY, USA
Weatherspoon Art Museum, Greensboro, NC, USA
West Collection, Oaks, PA, USA

Awards

Joyce Alexander Wein Artist Prize

Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture, Artist in Residence
Asian Cultural Council Grant

ArtPace Artist in Residence

Joan Mitchell Foundation Grant

Mid-Atlantic Arts Foundation Grant

The Studio Museum in Harlem, Artist in Residence

Vermont Studio School, Artist in Residence
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