- '-"I‘“h:‘-ud- i el e i o

- » T -

-h-u..-.-..-.._.- e "‘I""""

iﬁ,“l)-n—lrbl -ﬂ-‘j_'-ll . 3
‘_.,.I...L...h.m T aad = s Te o ; .
w:;ﬂwmw by e M e R Yokl o)
i - ' ; ; = AT Y e T Y Bk
I 44 Bl - QT B TR iy B ST
! 3 i1 i i o 1:' r P

-’Fl-n-.? o * {'J“
BB ek v D
Fooeas L. e qu.}.]mqﬁ

4 Bl el L 1L

e '.:':"-'F' w-i-r—iﬂ'-!h ik

R Dy o e =

.fb-i!'&q-" g T Rt ? .-J‘»"-""ﬂg"—_"ﬁ'ﬂ‘:&— AR Sk
st = R T e W»Hﬁ'qh:wmw;‘tw £ o I
l-unj» P T mwmwm Al L ok S =15
r oy .n- oo 20 r B IN W LA [ Tty B .....rl-l‘-..-o-- - LT e

.| 7 . L ul [ Y = ' TR T = Bl A =T TR ST e T STy
o - =
= L i ol 3 5 LR T
L . Pl
A | Ty W
’ - | - | A >
i ) LT - " AL lll.."-q_'rl- N T T .’ A 2 il ]

-a.r. J '-_-Hmhﬂ -Juuw = R :-..Anai"*

™ fﬂ.-u.-u#%wrr--» e / L e e ke
T o | e T e g r e Y

n-ll.n

. "r ‘_. - L . o
"\r-ﬂ,. i, i T
PR T Lo TUSE SRR Y Bl s o
S Ay e A R a1 SR P e e S Y
s i R SRR S i el YT N v PN LI o R T
SRR S A L TR TR AR F . ot e SHEEL T
+'-_‘,'"- b Sl T AL T T A SRS S T S






CHUN KWANG YOUNG

Pearl Lam Galleries is delighted to present a solo exhibition by internationally renowned Korean artist Chun Kwang Young (b. 1944), covering works created from the mid-1970s to the mid-2000s, as well as some
exciting new pieces. This important retrospective exhibition investigates the evolution of the artist's oeuvre—from his all-over abstract paintings of the 1970s and 1980s to the pivotal early works of the 1990s,
which are at the root of Chun's celebrated long-running Aggregation series, featuring his distinctive use of triangular, string-tied parcels of mulberry paper from old Korean books.

Chun was drawn to Abstract Expressionism when he first moved to the United States. Painting was for him a way to express his experiences freely and a tool to explore the gaps between the ideal and reality.
However, Chun soon realized that in order to progress as an artist, he had to move beyond an established artistic canon and methodology. During his long stays in the United States, Chun experienced loneliness
and nostalgia, which became the impetus for developing his art. His paintings from the mid-1970s and the late 1980s, which depict a transparent field of colour in an all-over composition, bear influences from
Abstract Expressionism. Painted on the surface without primer, his works were made from a direct engagement with light and colour while respecting the limitation of the medium. His interest in colour and light
and how they affect our association of an art object continues to be reflected in his later works.

Since 1994, Chun has shifted his focus to his Aggregation series. It was this pivotal change, where he abandoned the traditional brush and canvas to work with traditional Korean mulberry paper in an innovative
way, that has established his artistic career. Inspired by childhood memories of clusters of medicine packages, wrapped in mulberry paper and hung from the ceiling at the clinic, the artist began using this
material in his works, deeply imbuing them with distinct sensibilities. His well-known sculptural Aggregations feature hand-cut triangles of polystyrene, individually wrapped in delicate mulberry paper pages
torn from old books, which are arranged on canvases to form strikingly textured low-relief wall works in a style that is in close dialogue with the practice of assemblage. With a trompe l'oeil quality, Chun's works
create the illusion of depth and coalescence, and, ultimately, represent the harmony and conflict in the unity of many.

Chun states, “The triangular pieces wrapped in mulberry paper are basic units of information: the basic cells of a life that only exists in art, as well as in individual social events or historical facts. By attaching
these pieces one by one to a two-dimensional surface, | wanted to express how basic units of information can both create harmony and conflict. This became an important milestone in my long artistic journey
to express the troubles of a modern man who is driven to a devastated life by materialism, endless competition, conflict, and destruction.”

Protruding from the flat plane, the clustered triangles exude an organic, chaotic energy, defying any suggestion of a pattern or method to the perceived madness. Korean mulberry paper, which is at the centre
of Chun's artistic practice, deeply imbues his works with distinctly Korean connotations and sensibilities by lending its potency for metaphorical associations. Although long prized as a medium for writing and
drawing, it was also central to Korean daily life. Delicately translucent, yet strong and durable, mulberry paper was used for a variety of purposes in Korean households. From covering doors, windows, and walls to
carpeting floors and packing dried goods, mulberry paper proved to be a versatile material—a worthy symbol of Korean national pride. The paper is also evocative of herbal medicine bundles that were prominent
in Korean traditional medicine prior to the advent of modern medicine in the years following the Korean War. Medicinal herbs were hung from the ceiling in clusters, wrapped in mulberry paper inscribed with
invocations for good health.

Titling the works with the prefix Aggregation is a self-reflexive acknowledgement of their nature as large-scale compositions assembled together from several distinct parts. Like an archaeologist of knowledge,
the act of collecting disparate units of information to form a coherent whole can be read as a reconciliation of moral conflicts deliberately formulated to mimic a meditative consciousness as embodied by each
individual piece that is dyed, wrapped, and arranged in its own place.



ONT-027,1975
Oil on canvas
147 x 148 cm (57 7/8 x 58 1/4 in.)



ONT-072, 1988
Oil on canvas
162 x130cm (633/4x511/8in.)




ONT-89-16, 1989, Oil on canvas, 131 x 194 cm (51 5/8 x 76 3/8 in.)






ONT-038, 1990
Oil on canvas
194 x130cm (76 3/8 x511/81in.)



Aggregation 94-AU017, 1994, Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper, 110 x 175 ¢cm (43 1/4 x 68 7/8 in.)



NT024, 1994
Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper
180 x 154 cm (70 7/8 x605/81n.)
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NTO049, 1994, Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper, 120 x 180 cm (47 1/4 x 70 7/8 in.)



Aggregation 95-06, 1995
Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper
195x 148 cm (76 3/4 x 58 1/4.in.)



Aggregation 95-JU0O08, 1995, Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper, 115 x 170 cm (45 1/4 x 66 7/8in.)



Aggregation 97-21, 19597
Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper
163 x131cm (641/8 x515/81in.)




AU00-166, 2000
Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper
180 x153cm (70 7/8 x 60 1/4in.)



AU00-166 (detail), 2000






Aggregation 001-NOO1, 2001 Aggregation 002-MA1108, 2002 Aggregation 002-MA108, 2002
Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper
183 x160cm (72 x63in.) 201x76cm (791/8x297/8in.) 194 x190 cm (76 3/8 x 74 3/4in.)






Aggregation 001-AP0100 A&B, 2001, Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper, 232 x 202 cm x 2 (913/8x791/2in.x 2)






Aggregation 02-0CO011, 2002
Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper
163x131cm (64 1/8 x515/81in.)




Aggregation 02-OCO011 (detail), 2002



Aggregation 03-M128, 2003
Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper
163 x131cm (641/8 x515/81n.)



Aggregation 07-D141, 2007
Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper
163 x131cm (64 1/8 x515/8in.)




Aggregation 07-D141 (detail), 2007



Aggregation 08-JUO14 Blue & Red, 2008, Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper, 198 x 292 cm (78 x 115 in.)






Aggregation 11-FEO08, 2011
Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper
163x131cm (64 1/8 x515/8in.)



Aggregation 11-FEOO08 (detail), 2011



Aggregation 15-FEO10 (Dream 3), 2015
Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper
101x101cm (393/4x393/41in.)



Aggregation 15-JA002 (Desire 2), 2015
Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper
151x151ecm (591/2x591/21in.)




Aggregation 17-JL039 (Star 13), 2017 Aggregation 17-AU041 (Star 15), 2017 Aggregation 17-JLO40 (Star 14), 2017
Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper
dia.110cm (43 1/4in.) dia. 160 cm (63in.) dia.130cm (511/8in.)
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Aggregation 17-FEQ16, 2017
Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper
184 x 156 cm (721/2x613/8in.)




CHUN KWANG YOUNG
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Boghossian Foundation, Brussels, Belgium 1990 Gallery Dong Sung Arts Center, Seoul, Korea
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2014 Hasted Kraeutler Gallery, New York, New York, USA 1984 Kwan Hoon Gallery, Seoul, Korea
Bernard Jacobson Gallery, London, UK Muramatsu Gallery, Tokyo, Japan
2013 Art Plural Gallery, Singapore 1980 American Cultural Center Gallery, Seoul, Korea
Museum of Seoul National University, Seoul, Korea 1979 Lotus Gallery, New York, New York, USA
2012 Hasted Kraeutler Gallery, New York, New York, USA Malta National Museum, Saint Julian, Malta
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2006
2005
2004
2003

2001
2000

1999
1998

1997

1996
1995

1993
1987
1986
1985
1984
1982
1977
1976

1975

1974

1973
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1966-68
1966-67

Surface Impressions, Islip Art Museum, East Islip, NY, USA

Holland Paper Biennial, CODA Museum, Apeldoorn, the Netherlands

2005 Seoul Art Exhibition, Seoul Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea
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Art Unlimited, Art 34 Basel, Basel, Switzerland
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Special Prize, the 5th and 6th Shin Sang Group Exhibition, held by Shin Sang Group, National Museum of Modern
Art, Gwacheon, Korea



PearlLam
Galleries

Hong Kong 601-605, 6/F, Pedder Building, 12 Pedder Street, Central, Hong Kong, tel (852) 2522 1428
HK SOHO G/F & 1/F, SOHO 189, 189 Queen’'s Road West, Sheung Wan, Hong Kong, tel (852) 2857 1328
Shanghai 181 Middle Jiangxi Road, G/F, Shanghai, China 200002, tel (8621) 6323 1989

Singapore 15 Dempsey Road, #01-08, Singapore 249675, tel (65) 6570 2284

9 Lock Road, #03-22, Gillman Barracks, Singapore 108937



