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Bread, Circuses & WiFi

THUKRAL & TAGRA solo exhibition

“Bread and Circuses”, aka “panem et circuses” refers to the Roman practice of
providing free wheat to Roman citizens as well as spectacular games and other

forms of entertainment as a strategy for sustaining the political power of the empire.

Appropriating this logic to critique the new cultural economy, Thukral & Tagra probe

the very authority that curates art in spectacular and repeated regular intervals,

reviewing the profundity of the world in a discursive manner.

In this exhibition, Thukral & Tagra present a contradictory situation for us to reflect
on politics through spectatorship and to contemplate the issue of survival in a
cultural economy that is endowed with symbols, idioms, and ideas. Bread is a form
of sustenance and in this context implies that the material culture of art is a way of
surviving in the new economy. Circus alludes to the use of entertainment as a delay
tactic for dealing with politics or initiating social changes. The artists claim: “The
environment we live in distracts us by performing routines and we are very engrossed
in these distractions. The more engrossed we get, the less we care about what the
state does in our name.” Applying this to the art world, the staging of spectacular
exhibitions and events is intended to offer perpetual entertainment in order to satisfy
our curiosity and consumerist desire. WiFirefers to a closed and ubiguitous network
of people and relationships connected in a dematerialised manner; it also suggests a
hierarchical relationship between content and object, and it holds the ideas of survival
and the circus together. Using satire and self-mockery, Thukral & Tagra question the
notion of survival and expose our ignorance with an authoritarian, knowledge-based
economy. By showing a collection of paintings, performance, objects, and games

as an installation, this exhibition not only simulates the logic of cultural production,
but, more importantly, it engages the public with a performance to propose new
alternatives through a diversion from the immediate.

Baker's Dozen showcases a series of paintings simulating slices of bread, each
representing a phenomenon or object including luxury, masonry and stone mining,
technology, fishing, power, transportation, lumber, and grain. Dominus Aerisis a series
of paintings that presents a dystopian vision of a new native land as articulated by
someone living in adiaspora. Ball Centreis areal-time performance whereby hundreds
of ping-pong balls are fired by a table tennis cannon in a closed interior resembling an
Indian call centre. Poking fun at the artists’ identity as a service provider, a performer
will be answering phone calls via WiFi from audiences, asking the audiences a series of

questions related to the issues of hierarchy and power.

As an antidote to Ball Centre, Out of Play is a series of ball sculptures made with
cement, resin, and grain that allude to solidarity. This artwork takes reference from
the recent protest against the episode of demonetisation in India and explores how
this has affected the livelihood of the subaltern class and their survival. This playful
work subverts materiality and raises questions about daily survival in today's world,
which is constantly changing. Bread Winneris an interactive board game with logical
rules, which the audience can play. The game encourages people to question the
forms of sustenance in their everyday lives and how these things connect every living

thing in the universe.
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Dominus Aeris—Panis Quotidie_1 =z F-FXAHE1, 2016
Oil on canvas iz
182.9x182.9cm (72x72in.)




Dominus Aeris—PANEM 1 =iz F~BRFAZE 1, 2016, Oil on iron jHE, #, dia. 188 cm(74in.)



Dominus Aeris—-PANEM 2 =z F-BRFn#E2 2016
Oil oniron M=, #
dia.124.5cm (491n.)




Dominus Aeris—-PANEM 3 =h z F-BRFN#E3, 2016
Oil on iron A, #
dia.94 cm (371in.)




Dominus Aeris—PANEM 3 z= /1 T-E}F1%E3, 2016 (detail FEB)




Baker's Dozen @AY+ =14, 2017, Oil on canvas FE M=, 254 x 25.4 cm x 13 pes 4 (10 x 10 in. x 13 pes #)
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Per Diem-1 §%-1, 2017 Acrylic on canvas fhE A, 119.4 x 157.5 cm (47 x 62 in.)
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BREAD-WINNER

Loaf = Total Ration

Bread Winner 153, 2017, Interactive board game E &5 &, Dimensions variable R <] A&
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BREAD WINNER

A

POBTION

YEAR OF CONSUMPTION
MRV

Duration of the Game: 20 min (approx)
Players: 4
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The objective of the game is to earn the bread
and feed yourself for a week with slices from the loaf
as an individual, while all the players collectively form a community.

B B R o O S N TP (e o N Rt G ) e T

Loaf = Total Ration

The single loaf of bread should be sufficient for the entire week - 7 rounds.

———— 4 players play the game.

SR
——— The players choose a card that assigns them a profession, or
each of the professions are classified into grades. AFFAIRS
——— Players draw a card on each turn (one day)
and cut the slice according to the amount specified. BROADCAST

———— There are two types of cards:
a. cards that provide you with ration,
b. government broadcast

——— At the end of the game each player’s bread is weighed.

If the ration falls short, whichever player has the most bread loses.
In the case that the ration was excess or sufficient,
whichever player has the most bread wins.

BREAD LOAF

KNIFE

CARDS - SITUATION, BROADCAST
BUTTER PAPER

RADIO

WEIGHING SCALE

TABLE WITH FOUR CHAIRS
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Out of Play 3E3k, 2017
e

Cement, resin, grain 7K
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Out of Play 33k, 2017 (detail FER)







THUKRAL & TAGRA
[ 1% i 835 1%

Jiten Thukral (b. 1976, Jalandhar, Punjab, India) and Sumir Tagra (b. 1979, New Delhi, India) are based in Gurgaon, Haryana,
a suburb of New Delhi. They work collaboratively in a wide variety of media including painting, sculpture, installation,
film, and design.

Thukral & Tagra blur the lines between fine art and popular culture, product placement and exhibition design, as
well as artistic inspiration and media hype. With playfulness and humour, their works comment on the globalisation of
consumer culture and its repercussions, which are being experienced in India today. They pose thoughtful questions
about the nature of Indian identity as articulated by Indians themselves and projected onto India by the rest of the world.

Thukral & Tagra have worked together since 2003 and have held solo exhibitions all over the world, including in
Singapore, Japan, Korea, China, Italy, Germany, the United Kingdom, Austria, and more. Their works have been
included in group exhibitions on multiple international platforms such as the Lyon Museum of Contemporary
Art in France, Nature Morte in Germany, Helsinki Art Museum Tennis Palace in Finland, the Richmond Art
Gallery in Canada, and the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts in the USA, among many others. Their numerous
awards include Creative Minds of the Year, GQ Man of the Year, and 101 Emerging Designers of the World.

BE - B (1976 F4ARNEENER) KERIEH - #1% (1979FHARNENREE) SFAESERTNERNER, SF8E.
BEZE. RBEH. BEMR. ERRBEERINEREENBLEM.

B AR R QEE R EMIEME R RR T XA BN AR, RBENERRRERER . ENEREEREEC B — ANERFTMIKR
B, TEBSHEXAERUURARENETRNPE, ENREASLERNAELE, RbMEDEANS SRR,

Bl & hi &1 2003 F A A& 1E, ERNtERSHEHRER, GFNE. FMK. BA. BEAMPREEMME, URBEKF. &
H. ZE. RFHEENER. _ANE2EZERGERE, RHZESEEIRERERENE. BENature Mortes FEMEBEE
M EREMIRE . MNEARichmond Art Gallery B FEithEA 0% — AEH#IZEKCreative Minds of the Year. GQ Man of
the YearPA %101 Emerging Designers of the World, B




THUKRAL & TAGRA

JITEN THUKRAL

1976 Born in Jalandhar, Punjab, India
1998 Bachelor of Fine Arts, Chandigarh Art College, India
2000 Masters of Fine Arts, New Delhi College of Art, India
Present Lives and work in Gurgaon, India
SUMIR TAGRA
1979 Born in New Delhi, India
1999 Shankar's Academy of Arts, New Delhi, India
2002 Bachelor of Fine Arts, New Delhi College of Art, India
2006 Postgraduate Studies, National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad, India
Present Lives and work in Gurgaon, India
Selected Solo Exhibitions
2017 Bread, Circuses & WiFi, Pearl Lam Galleries SOHO, Hong Kong
Play Pray, Bikaner House, New Delhi, India
2016 Walk of Life, The Fed Galleries, KCAD, Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA
Memoir Bar, Chatterjee & Lai, Mumbai, India
2015 Q: The Lighthouse, Nature Morte, New Delhi, India
Games People Play, Bau Daji Lad Museum, Mumbai, India
Thukral & Tagra Foundation #letsdyetogether, Indian Design, New Delhi, India
2013 Q: Famous Studios, Nature Morte, Mumbai, India
Mirabilia Collection, Etro, London, UK
Longing for Tomorrow-/I- Meissen Porcelain, Residence of German Ambassador to India, New Delhi, India
Windows of Opportunity, Art Plural, Singapore
2012 Longing for Tomorrow, Nature Morte, Berlin, Germany
Nosturistic, Hilger Contemporary, Vienna, Austria
2011 German Return, Nature Morte, Gurgaon, India
Put It On, Again!, Nature Morte, New Delhi, India
Thukral & Tagra Foundation, Project Booth, Art Summit, New Delhi, India
Science Mystery Magic, BTAP Gallery and Tokyo Art Fair, Tokyo, Japan
2010 Middle Class Dreams, Arario Gallery, Seoul, Korea

Low-Tech Family Vacations, Singapore Tyler Print Institute, Singapore
Match Fixed/Fixed Match, Ullens Center for Contemporary Art (UCCA), Beijing, China

2016

2015
2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009
2008

2007

Selected Group Exhibitions

Walk of Life (Water)—Climate Control, The Manchester Museum, Manchester, UK
Level O1, Khoj International Artists Association, New Delhi, India

Outer Market—History to Motlon, TING Arts Centre, Paris, France

Of Games Residencies Il Khoj International Artists, New Delhi, India
Sparsha—Touching the Senses. Ritual and Contemporary Indian Art, Kunstmuseum Bochum, Germany
Ethereal, curated by Dr. Amin Jaffer, Leila Heller Gallery, New York, USA

All Well & Good?!, Herbert Gerisch Stiftung, Neumunster, Germany

Art Guild House, T&T sports, Phoenix Market city, Kurla Mumbai, India

Island, Dairy Art Centre, London, UK

Panoplism, Nature Morte, New Delhi, India

Indian Highway, Ullens Center for Contemporary Art (UCCA), Beijing, China
India: Art Now, Arken Museum of Modern Art, Copenhagen, Denmark

India—Lado a Lado, SESC Belenzinho, Brazil

The Matter Within, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, San Francisco, USA

Indian Highway, Maxxi Museum, Rome, Italy

Paris - Delhi - Bombay, Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris, France

Asianart: Sustain, Nature Morte, Berlin, Germany

Maximum India, Kennedy Center, Washington, D.C., USA

Concurrent India, Helsinki Art Museum Tennis Palace, Helsinki, Finland

Indian Highway IV, Lyon Museum of Contemporary Art, Lyon, France

Avant Premiere, Art Plural Gallery, Singapore

Future Pass, Venice Biennale, Venice, Italy; Wereld Museum, Rotterdam, Netherlands; National
Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan; Today Art Museum, Beijing, China
Finding India, Museum of Contemporary Art, Taipei, Taiwan

SAMDIGIT, Gallery 5, Kulturhuset, Stockholm, Sweden

Bosedk Project, Richmond Art Gallery, Richmond, Canada

Urban Matters 2, SESC Pompéia, Sao Paulo, Brazil

In Context: public.art.ecology, Khoj Studios, New Delhi, India

11th Hour, Tang Contemporary, Beijing, China

Inside India, Palazzo Saluzzo di Paesana, Turin, Italy

Commonwealth Games Exhibition, Lalit Kala Akademi, New Delhi, India

Chalo! India: A New Era of Indian Art, National Museum of Contemporary Art, Seoul, Essl Museum, Vienna
Chalo! India: A New Era of Indian Art, Mori Art Museum, Tokyo, Japan

Make Art Stop AIDS, UCLA Fowler Museum, Los Angeles, CA, USA

Animamix Biennial, Museum of Contemporary Art, Shanghai, China



2014
2006
2005

2004

2003

2002

2015
2014
2013
2009
2007

Selected Grants and Awards

Creative Minds of the Year, Hello! Hall of Fame, India
101 Emerging Designers of the World, Wallpaper Magazine, Global Edit
D & AD, London, UK

One Show Interactive, New York, USA

Limca Book of Records, India

One Show, New York, USA

One Show Design, New York, USA

One Show, New York, USA

One Show Design, New York, USA

Red Hot Ogilvy

Graphis International Awards, New York, USA
London International Awards, UK

OBIE Award, New York, USA

Selected Publications

Bathtub, Birdgroup

Longing for Tomorrow — ii, Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany, New Delhi, India
Q —vol 1, Thukral and Tagra Studio

Low Tech Family Vacations, STPI, Thukral and Tagra Studio

Thukral and Tagra, Gallery Nature Morte, Thukral and Tagra Studio

Collections

Arken Museum of Modern Art, Copenhagen, Denmark
Collection Credit Suisse

Dubai Design District, Dubai, UAE

DeKa Bank, Frankfurt am Main, Germany

Frank Cohen Collection, London, UK

Imperial College Healthcare Art Collection, London, UK
J.P.Morgan Chase Art Collection, New York, USA

New York Public Library, New York, USA

Piramal Art Foundation, India

Queensland Art Gallery, Brisbane, Australia

Tiroche DeLeon Collection, Israel

Ullens Center for Contemporary Art (UCCA), Beijing, China
UBS Art Collection London, UK
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«Walk of Life (Water)—Climate Control> , S#EEHEME, XE S /M
«LevelOly» , KhojInternational Artists Association, ENEE #hfs

«Out Market—History to Motlony» TING Arts Centre, JAE 232

«Of Game Residencies lII» , Khoj International Artists
«Sparsha—Touching the Senses. Ritual and Contemporary Indian Art» , Kunstmuseum Bochum,
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«All Well & Good?!y , Herbert Gerisch Stiftung, EE #5HT
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«Panoplism» , Nature Morte, EDFE HifEE

«Indian Highway» , REfR#rEXREHRH.C, FEIER

«India: Art Now» , Arken Museum of Modern Art, 25 SFARMAR
«India—Lado a Lado» , SESC Belezinho, EF

«The Matter Withiny , FEMERAH.L, EB =%

«Indian Highway IV» , Maxxi Museum, BEAF &S

«Paris - Delhi - Bombay» , Centre Georges Pompidou, AE B2
«Asianart: Sustainy , Nature Morte, ZE ##k

«Maximum India¥ , Kennedy Center, 3£ IR

«Concurrent Indiay , Helsinki Art Museum Tennis Palace, 358 #f/REE
«Indian Highway IV» , Lyon Museum of Contemporary Art, SAE 25
«Avant Premiere» , Art Plural Gallery, #inig

«Future Passy , Venice Biennale and Wereld Museum, 7R RBE4FF
«Finding India» , Museum of Contemporary Art, &4t

«SAMDIGITY , Gallery 5, Kulturhuset, w8t Hr{Eaf /@ E

«Bosedk Projecty , Richmond Art Gallery, fn&EX BEr%E

«Urban Matters 2% , SESC Pompéia, E7E B{RZE

«In Context : public.art.ecologyy , KhojStudios, ENFE #FHfEE

«11th Hour» , Tang Contemporary, HE 4t

«Inside India» , Palazzo Saluzzo di Paesana, EAF| £8&E
Commonwealth Games Exhibition, Lalit Kala Akademi, ENE #H{EE
«Chalo! India: ANew Eraof Indian Arty , BIZIRRENEE, BE H®; EsslMuseum, BHFI 4t in
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«Make Art Stop AIDSY» , UCLA Fowler Museum, =& j& 125
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PearlLam
(Galleries

Pearl Lam Galleries Z1#7F3

EE?O?S%%%% 601-605, 6/F, Pedder Building, 12 Pedder Street, Central, Hong Kong, tel (852) 2522 1428 éﬁ“}%‘#‘I;%Eﬂﬁil2?ﬁ$?ﬁ-}6ff§6o1—605%
Shanghai 3§ G/F & 1/F, SOHO 189, 189 Queen's Road West, Sheung Wan, Hong Kong, tel (852) 28571328 E3# FIBE R M8 FIHISoM TR —1#
Singapore E Nt 181 Middle Jiangxi Road, G/F, Shanghai, China 200002, tel (8621) 63231989 HE _LiETITHA FhE%1815% E4R200002

15 Dempsey Road, #01-08, Singapore 249675, tel (65) 6570 2284

9 Lock Road, #03-22, Gillman Barracks, Singapore 108937



